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To my daughter Rebecca, who sparked my imagination and creativity,
as well as to my grandchildren, Abigail, Alice, and Jacob, who
continue to be my inspiration
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Once upon a time, in the city of New Orleans,
a lit#le purple bead on a tiny necklace was
about to ride on a float in a Mardi Gras parade
for the first time. The litHe purple bead
was very excited as he watched all the beads
being unpacked and placed on the float. He
was also afraid, because he had no idea what
would happen next.

“Excuse me,” the li##lx purple bead said
as loud as he could to the other beads. “Can
anyone tell me what happens during a Mardi
Gras parade?”







